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Introduction

Farmers’ Seed Network (FSN) was founded in 2013, established on the basis 
of Participatory Action Research works of the Center for Chinese Agricultural 
Policy of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CCAP-CAS), the Chinese Academy 
of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS) and the Maize Research Institute of the 
Guangxi Academy of Agricultural Sciences (GMRI) in the Southwest China. 
FSN is a pioneering organization in applying participatory research methods on 
agrobiodiversity and natural resource management in China. In October 2018, FSN 
was officially registered as a non-governmental organization in Nanning, Guangxi. 
As a non-profit social organization, FSN has worked in over 30 rural communities 
in 10 provinces across the country to preserve a protected commons of the farmers 
and plant breeders, support community-based seed conservation and sustainable 
utilization, and facilitate productive collaborations between farmers and plant 
scientists for strengthening farmers’ seed systems, improving farmers' livelihoods, 
enhancing farmers' dignity, and promoting national seed security. Our progress and 
achievements are increasingly gaining attention at local, municipal, provincial and 
national governments and the international community.
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Vision 
We commit to promoting an equal, inclusive, diversified and sustainable society 
where everybody is able to determine and shape, through collective decision-
making process, a healthy and dignified life .

Mission
Our mission is to enhance smallholder farmers’ capacity and safeguard their 
rights and dignity through multi-stakeholder action research and innovations in 
agrobiodiversity, traditional knowledge, and local food systems rooted in sustainable 
livelihoods.



W e  e x p l o r e  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
conservation, utilization and innovation 
of agrobiodiversity and tradit ional 
knowledge, promote agricultural green 
transformation and improve food and 
nutrition security for urban and rural 
residents, and contribute diversified and 
sustainable food systems.

”

 “ 

Development Goals

Multi-Stakeholder Partnership

Access and Benefit Sharing

Inheritance and Innovation

Equality and Mutual Trust

Core Values



We create synergy between in situ seed conservation 
and formal gene banks by facilitating farmers to 
get technical support from plant scientists on PPB, 
community biodiversity registrat ion (CBR) and 
community seed bank (CSB), in order to support active 
and sustainable seed system and safeguard national seed 
security.

We carry out professional work on cross-cutting 
issues to include farmers, communities, landscape 
in different agro-ecological regions.

Work Areas 
and 
Achievements

We support farmers and researchers to cooperate in 
Participatory Plant Breeding (PPB), collaborate with 
public research institutes to strengthen the diversity of 
plant germplasm resources, and raise awareness and 
capacity of in situ conservation and breeding.

Farmers’ Seed Systems Enhancement



Rural-Urban Linkage for Food Security and 
Nutrition

We support farmers to develop 
socio-ecological circular farming, 
enhance market capability, and 
promote sustainable food systems 
through strengthening rural-
urban linkage.

We promote the re-adaptation to heirloom and ecological seeds as the basis 
of circular farming in smallholder farming communities and ecological farms to 
achieve Agricultural Green Transformation and Rural Vitalization Agenda. We 
apply participatory guarantee systems (PGS) and community supported agriculture 
(CSA) models to build circular economy and form mutual trust between producers 
and consumers.



Native Wisdom Inheritance and Innovations
We identify, analyze and integrate 
traditional bio-cultural knowledge and 
wisdom into climate change adaptation.

We explore effective governance 
mechanisms between farming system, 
biodiversity and traditional knowledge, 
cooperate with Globally Important 
Ag r i cu l t u r a l  He r i t age  Sy s t ems 
(GIAHS) sites to provide solutions 
to the challenges of socio-economic 
and climate change and promote 
sustainable development. 



We monitor domestic and international laws and policy progress, organize multi-stakeholder policy 
dialogue and propose policy recommendations based on action research results.

We follow up with international treaties on biodiversity, climate change, and plant germplasm 
resources and closely monitor the progress of domestic agrarian policies and seed laws. We 
cooperate with government departments at all levels to shape decision-making process through 
policy dialogues, proposals, and media campaigns.

Policy Research and Advocacy

M u l t i - S t a k e h o l d e r 
participation in Access 
and Benefit Sharing

We explore fair mechanisms of Access and 
Benefit Sharing (ABS) for agrobiodiversity and 
traditional knowledge through multi-stakeholder 
joint actions.

We facilitate collaborations of farmers, public 
research institutes and seed enterprises to 
explore fair mechanisms of access and benefit 
sharing of seeds and associated traditional 
knowledge under the premise of maintaining 
the public attributes and in situ conservation of 
seeds.



We s t r eng then  o rgan i z a t i ona l 
l e a r n i n g ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d 
knowledge generation for sharing and 
dissemination.

We  conc l ude  ag rob i od i ve r s i t y 
management and rural development 
experiences and establish a knowledge 
generation and dissemination database 
for knowledge sharing and the basis of 
policy formulation.

We mainstream gender equal i ty  in 
programs and workplaces to strengthen 
women's participation and decision-
making.

We strengthen women's capacity in 
participation and decision-making process, 
and promote the recognition of women's 
role in agriculture and seed policies.

Capacity Building and 
Knowledge Sharing

Women Empowerment 
and Gender Equality



Access and Benefit 
Sharing Initiative
Farmers’ Seed Network is a pioneer in exploring the Access and 
Benefit Sharing (ABS) mechanism of seeds in Guangxi. To promote 
public institutions’ recognition of landraces and PPB varieties, FSN 
coordinated the Maize Research Institute and Rice Research Institute 
of the Guangxi Academy of Agricultural Sciences to sign an ABS 
agreement with local farmers on in-situ conservation and farmer seeds 
improvement.

Development Goals

Farmers’ Seed Systems 
Enhancement

We support farmers and 
researchers to cooperate in 
Participatory Plant Breeding 
(PPB) ,  co l l abora te  w i th 
public research institutes to 
strengthen the diversity of 
plant germplasm resources, 
a n d  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s 
and  capac i t y  o f  i n  s i t u 
conservation and breeding.

Rur a l -U rban  L inka ge 
for Food Security and 
Nutrition

We suppo r t  f a rme r s  t o 
develop socio-ecological 
circular farming, enhance 
m a r k e t  c a p a b i l i t y ,  a n d 
p r o m o t e  s u s t a i n a b l e 
f o o d  s y s t e m s  t h r o u g h 
strengthening rural-urban 
linkage.

N a t i v e  W i s d o m 
I n h e r i t a n c e  a n d 
Innovations

We identify , analyze and 
integrate traditional bio-
cu l tu ra l  knowledge  and 
wisdom into climate change 
adaptation.

Po l icy  Resear ch  and 
Advocacy

We monitor domestic and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l aw s  and 
policy progress, organize 
mult i-stakeholder pol icy 
dialogue and propose policy 
recommendations based on 
action research results.
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We explore community-based conservation, utilization and innovation of agrobiodiversity and traditional 
knowledge, promote agricultural green transformation and improve food security and nutrition for urban 
and rural residents, and contribute diversified and sustainable food systems.

Capacity Building and Knowledge Sharing
We strengthen organizational learning, communication and knowledge generation for sharing and 
dissemination.

Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
We mainstream gender equality in programs and workplaces to strengthen women's participation and 
decision-making.

Multi-Stakeholder participation in Access and Benefit Sharing
We explore fair mechanisms of Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) for agrobiodiversity and traditional 
knowledge through multi-stakeholder joint actions.
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Community Seed Banks 

Ecological Plant Breeding and Seed Production Sites

FSN Members

Shunyi,Beijing
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797  c rop  va r i e t i e s  have  been 
registered by local farmers with 
help from public breeders in 20 
communities in 5 provinces covering 
Inner Mongolia ,  Hebei ,  J iangsu, 
Yunnan and Guangxi.

Aohan,Inner Mongolia

Pengcheng Agricultural Development Co.,Ltd 
Gacha Village 

Sharing Harvest CSA Farm 

Huaian ＆ Handan,Hebei

Wangjinzhuang Village
Yidunqng Family Farm 

Kunshan,Jiangshu

Chuodunshan Village
Yuefengdao Organic Farm 

Nanning,Guangxi

Shanggula Village

Gengdan Village
Sancha Village

Qunan Village

Lijiang,Yunnan

Stone Village
Wumu Village
Youmi Village
Lakaxi Village

Xining,Qinghai

Minhe County
Huzhu County
Huangyuan County
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In July 2014, FSN submitted a written suggestion on the China Seed Law revision to the NPC 
Standing Committee.

Policy Recommendations
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In June 2015, FSN submitted Reviews on the China Seed Law revision to the Legislative 
Affairs Commission of NPC.     
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In March 2017, FSN submitted a Policy Improvement Proposal of Promoting Farmers' 
Participation in the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Crop Varieties  through Mr. Bernard 
Chan, who is a Hongkong Delegate of NPC.
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In February 2019, Mr. Jixian He, a FSN member, submitted a Proposal for Declaring the 
Jinsha River Valley in the East Yulong County as a Nationally Important Agricultural 
Heritage Site  to the local CPPCC as a Standing Committee member in Lijiang, Yunnan.

20
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In March 2019, Professor Yunyue Wang, a FSN Consultant and Prominent Scholar of the Yunnan 
Agricultural University, submitted a Proposal for Encouraging the General Public to Participate 
in the Protection and Utilization of Plant Germplasm Resources of Food and Agriculture  to 
CPPPCC through the Jiusan Society.

Translation

•	 Agroecology: Key Concepts, Principles and Practices
•	 Didactic Toolkit for the Design, Management and Assessment of the Resilient Farming Systems 
•	 Building a New Agricultural Future
•	 Living on the Edge: Women, Agrobiodiversity and Livelihood
•	 Voluntary Guide for National Seed Policy Formulation
•	 Community Seed Banks: Origins, Evolution and Prospects
•	 How to Develop and Manage Your Own Community Seed Bank: Farmers’ Handbook

Reports

•	 Accessing Seeds, Securing Food and Sustaining Our Future: an Assessment of China’s Seed 
Policies

•	 Stories of Three Naxi Villages Along the Yangtze River: Linking Ancient Naxi Wisdoms with 
Scientific Knowledge for Climate Change Adaptation

•	 Living Mountain Wisdoms: The Pathways of Naxi Bioculture Communities in Climate Change 
Adaptation along The Yangtze River

•	 Seeds That Give(Second Edition):Participatory Plant Breeding and Rural Vitalization
•	 The Food and Recipes in Stone Village

•	 Farmers’ Seed System Enhancement and Traditional Knowledge Revitalization for 
Climate Change Adaptation of Mountainous Farming Communities in Southwest China 

•	 E c o s y s t e m - b a s e d  A p p r o a c h e s  t o  A d a p t a t i o n :  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e 
Evidence and Informing Pol icy :  Research Results from the Part icipatory 
P lant  Breed ing and Communi ty  Suppor ted Agr icu l ture  Pro jec t ,  Ch ina 

•	 Linking Ancient Native Naxi Wisdoms with Scientific Knowledge for Climate Change 
Adaptation: Stories of Three Naxi Indigenous Mountain Communities Along the 
Yangtze River, SW China

Case Study




